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Distribution of Forms of Support in Family and Friendship Networks of Queer and Non-Queer Students
Social relationships are an important resource in students' everyday lives. Current research shows that friendships and so-called chosen families can play a particularly important role for queer people. The concept of the chosen family is primarily established in English-speaking academic circles and describes close, self-selected relationships that sometimes take on functions of the family of origin. These relationships can offer various forms of support, such as emotional, informational, or material support. However, in the German-speaking context, there is currently little research on how family and friendship networks among queer students are structured, how different forms of support are distributed across various relationship types within these networks, and whether these networks differ from those of non-queer students.  

With this study, we aim to address this research gap. The goal of our project is to examine the family and friendship networks of queer and non-queer students. Our study focuses on the question of whether friendships among queer students fulfill support functions traditionally attributed to family relationships, and to what extent this differs from the networks of non-queer students.

To answer this research question, we are conducting a quantitative egocentric network analysis based on a standardized online survey of students at German universities. The collected data will be analyzed comparatively between queer and non-queer students.
